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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting Held on  
18th September 2017 at Ashdale 

 
Present: John Ward (Chair), Tony Fokinther, Margaret Martin, Peter Aldous, 
  Christina Brinded, Mandy MacLachlan 
 
  Allyson Barron, Peter Brinded and Brian Hunter joined the walk around 
  Bonds Meadow to view the current state of the work on the footpath but  
  were not able to join the main meeting. 
 
Apologies: Dorothy Gordon, Lindsey Andrews, Steve Moore. Sheila Hunter 
 
Site Meeting (Footpath) 
 
The site meeting took place at 6.30, immediately prior to the main meeting, to observe and 
assess the state of the footpath.  It was agreed to discuss this first as it is a major agenda 
item and while it was still fresh in the committee’s minds.  John, Tony, Peter A and Margaret 
met with Simeon Nelson of Persimmon on site on 11th September.  Simeon acknowledged 
damage was worse than expected.  By the time of today’s walk-around, a week later, the 
footpath is even worse.  Rain and contractor’s plant have created a slippery sea of churned 
up mud.  John e-mailed the main points of the meeting and is awaiting reply.  The main 
points agreed were:-   
 
Supply 30 trees (not whips) plus shrubs, bulbs and seeds.  Persimmon use a company to 
sow seeds.  They will communicate with John about this.  
 
Persimmon contractors to pile up logs into eco-heaps.  
 
Persimmon will maintain path if it should start to crumble.  
 
Persimmon will re-instate the kissing gate at the Sands Lane entrance (which is in their 
possession).  They have also agreed to replace the kissing gate at the Hall Road entrance 
(which has gone missing). 
 
Persimmon are building an apron which will allow access for emergency vehicles at the 
Sands Lane entrance.  They will extend this apron so it goes right up to the new lock-up.  
 
We need to supply Persimmon with further details of what we require.  We now need to 
reinstate something better as quickly as possible.  Tony has done some research and has 
produced a list of Suffolk Wildlife Trust recommendations of trees and replacement bulbs 
which would provide good habitat.  Bluebells are not a good idea for Bonds Meadow as 
muntjac eat them.  Remove some existing bramble and transplant it where needed.  Plant 
hawthorn and elder along the footpath.  John said he would like to see a few yews.  It was 
decided that trees required would be Ash, Birch, Yew, Rowan and Pussy Willow.  We have 
plenty of Alders. 
 
Breakdown.  Finalise trees as soon as possible. Ask for 500 shrubs.  Peter A will break 
numbers down within the next couple of days.  John can supply Oaks. 
 
Everyone was asked to research what bulbs and wildflowers muntjac don’t like. 
 
Tony said that Waveney Norse are delivering wood-chip to the site by the tank trap blocks 
this week.  They will phone Tony first.   
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Site Meeting (Footpath) continued 
 
Pond.  Do we dig a second pond as the site we planned may be difficult because of localized 
clay soil?  Peter A will get advice from the contractors.   
 
Minutes of the Last Meeting.  These were agreed to be correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
The cheque to pay for the container was delayed but is now with us.  There is a further delay 
in paying it in owing to the Treasurer being away.  It will be sorted as quickly as possible.  
Peter A was thanked for what he has done. 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Contrary to my report at the last meeting it has been confirmed once and for all that Bonds 
Meadow still falls under the ownership of Waveney District Council.  This is considered to be 
good news by the Councillors I have spoken to, as Oulton Broad Parish Council may well not 
have the resources to properly help Bonds Meadow in the future.   
 
Having tried to re-contact Gayle Hart about the encroachment/registration issues, it turns out 
she has retired.  Simon Eades is now the point of contact about these matters and informed 
me in July that we would continue Gayle’s work and get back to me in due course.  He has 
not yet been back in touch.  I have sent him a reminder. 
 
There has, of course, been the correspondence and meeting with Simeon Nelson of 
Persimmon, of which you are aware.  In summary, having visited the site, he agreed that 
more damage has been done than was anticipated and agreed with most of our requests for 
replacement trees, plants, seeds, gates, path and log distribution.  A copy of mine and 
Margaret’s correspondence with him is available on request. 
 
I have spoken with Jill Crighton at Suffolk Wildlife Trust regarding the report they undertook 
for WDC last year.  I expressed our concern that we were not informed or involved to which 
she expressed her regret.  She said we could input the data from her report into the 
biodiversity website.  I expressed the desire to have good and helpful communication with 
SWT.  She tried to advise on how best to deal with Persimmon. 
 
A cheque for £1125 was given to Lynne to be paid into BMCA’s account for the container. 
Dorothy has been away but we should be able to take that forward for Peter A now.  The 
total cost is £1950 so the balance will have to be paid out of funds. 
 
We need to explore further fund-raising ideas as the web-site fee needs to be paid soon and 
the insurance premium is due in February. 
 
Lastly, I am 90% certain I have heard a Little Owl recently.  (Mandy said she had also heard 
it).   
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
Dorothy sent Margaret the following Treasurer’s Report before she went on holiday:- 
 
Finance Report as at 17.08.17 
 
Balance B/F  Statement 95       1,335.97 
 
Income  
 
31/07/2017  Giro Subscriptions             6.00 
            1,341.97 
 
Expenditure 
 
13/06/2017  Peter Aldous Hi Visibility Waistcoats  Q69      (50.40) 
 
Funds Available as at 17/08/17                                                                       1,291.57 
 
Income Received but not on Statement 
 
31/07/2017  Giro Subscriptions             (6.00) 
            1,285.57 
 
Balance as at 31/07/17  Statement 96                                       1,285.57   
 
PayPal Account               14.75 
 
Since the Report was drawn up a cheque for £1125 from Section 106 funds (see Chair’s 
Report) and a further £6 cash subscription is to be paid in. 
 
                                                                                            
PROJECT MANAGERS REPORT                      18th September 2017 Activity – Recently. 

Volunteers –   Pleased to report that we have been joined by another new volunteer, David 
Crisp.   He brings a wealth of knowledge, having once owned 12 acres of woodland, and 
meadows upon which he reared sheep. Our numbers are up to 13 now, although Paul has just 
returned to his offshore contract, and holidays have affected turnout, we regularly get 10-12 
volunteers on a Tuesday morning. 
 
Sun Henge and Low Meadow -  Peter Ross returned with his new cutting machine, and gave 
his August cut a closer trim in both Sunhenge and Low Meadow. The final October cut has yet to 
be dated, and is dependent on weather conditions. 
 
Pipe laying project – It’s been a long difficult slog, both for the contractors and ourselves. Their 
work has been hampered by the high water table, necessitating continual pumping out of the 
ditch that houses the pipeline. The muddy conditions have meant that our volunteer team have 
kept well away from the mess that has been created. Slow progress with the pathway being laid, 
with no work on it this past four weeks. The meeting with Simeon Nelson from Persimmon went 
better than I had anticipated. He agreed that the destruction of shrub habitat and further tree 
felling was significantly more than he had expected. Consequently he has accepted a number of 
remedial actions including supplying 30 'heavy standard, 12-14cm girth containerized 
replacement trees, as well as various shrubs, in addition to replacing kissing gates at Sands 
Lane, and Hall Road. He also agreed to hire a contractor to sow a wildflower/grass mix, also to  
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Project Manager’s Report (continued) 
 
ensure that we have a 3m hard standing area near the Sands Lane entrance for emergency 
vehicle access, and a concrete approach to our lock ups. Finally he agreed to ensure that the  
approach slope to Sunhenge is tidy, and bark laid on the upward slope. I also asked for all fallen 
trees to be grouped to provide further habitat provision. 
 
Large storage unit – Was delivered, and installed on August 4th. We transferred all tools and 
equipment, and Steve has volunteered to provide a working platform, and shelving. The pipe 
contractors have done an excellent job cutting into the bank and levelling it off so that the unit 
could be housed. 
 
Volunteer projects – We have been somewhat curtailed due to the contractors on site, however 
a thorough clearance of all weeds and nettles in the Community Orchard was successfully 
achieved, as was further chicken wire laying onto the pond walkway. Tony adapted a net that one 
of the team brought, and the removal of much duck weed ensued. In addition the team have 
been working on clearing the ditch of all debris. The water level here is the lowest I have ever 
seen. It must be related to the water that has been filling the contractors workings, and 
subsequently pumped out into the tree line beside the path. The large Sycamore beside the two 
ponds has split down the middle, and requires cutting up as it has fallen right across the pond 
area. 
 
Finally – I reluctantly turned down an offer from Owen French of the National Citizens Council 
who was looking to bring 16 teenagers onto Bonds Meadow to do a day’s volunteer work. 
Unfortunately as they could only come on one specific day, and the contractors working were 
prohibiting access to many areas, we agreed to postpone their arrival to a later date. 
 
Availability – My operation went well, and I commenced light duties last week. I shall be away 
for a 10 day holiday which means that I am unavailable on Tuesday October 3 

                                                                                 Peter Aldous.    Project Manager 

 

MP’s Visit 

 

Margaret did a presentation on Bonds Meadow to the Rotary Club on 9th August.  Peter 
Aldous, MP, was there and remembered that he had to cancel his arranged visit to Bonds 
Meadow due to the General Election.  He expressed interest in arranging another visit.  
Consequently he will visit tomorrow, Tuesday 19th September at 11.00 am.  The day chosen 
will mean that Peter can meet the work party and see what they do.  We will show him 
around the Meadow, especially the Eastern Pathway which he has not yet seen.  Tony will 
take a picture.  We will try to get a report in the Press and generate some publicity.  John is 
unable to be there because of work commitments and asked us to pass on his apologies. 
 
Seeding of Meadows 

 

Peter A suggested we need to get soil tested as it may not be right for wildflowers.  We have 
about 6 weeks left to sow.  John suggested some more test patches.  We need to take the 
soil down to a less rich level.  Christina suggested putting sand down as wildflowers like poor 
soil.  Sprinkle it over after the next cut and then sow.  Our new volunteer has experience of 
meadows so Peter A will consult him.  John suggested we buy some seeds by mid/late 
October and try 2 or 3 experimental patches by scraping and sanding.  Volunteers can dig 
deeper patches as quantities of sand could be expensive. One of the volunteers may be able 
to help.  Tony and Peter will liaise.  John will research cost-effective wildflowers.  Anyone 
else is also welcome to do this. 
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Butterflies of Britain 

 

Lindsey and Steve unable to attend and sent apologies.  We cannot hold a Halloween event 
because of current plant activity in the Meadow.   
 

Disabled Access 

 

There will be improved disabled access as the path is re-instated.  It has been alleged that 
wheelchairs cannot get around the kissing gates.  It was suggested we open the gates 
occasionally at week-ends. 
 
Website 

 

John has not had time to look at it recently.  Sent items for the website to John.  It does need 
up-dating. 
 

AOB 

 

Oulton Parish Council have expressed their support to Bonds Meadow Community 
Association’s endeavours to get Persimmon to fully reinstate the footpath.   
 
It does not look as if Oulton Parish Council can cover the VAT on the container. 
 
Woodland Trust Website.  Tony reported the Woodland Trust have removed the comments 
on Bonds Meadow which were nothing to do with us, but all the other comments were 
removed as well.  This is on-going. 
 
Christmas. Should we meet up for Christmas?  As there are more of us, should we book 
something (i.e. a buffet)?  Sound the work party out. 
 
Old Container.  How do we dispose of it?  Does it have scrap value?  If we can dispose of it, 
think about putting a bio-toilet on the site.  Agenda Item for Next Meeting 
 
Tony suggested putting a fund-raiser appeal in the next newsletter. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
7.30 start on Monday 6th November at Ashdale. 
 
 

 

 

 


